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That’s How We Build a House

Directions:  Watch this DVD that explains the process of building a house.  Then fill in the blanks to make correct sentences.  The first answer has been written for you.
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1.  The first step in building a new house is finding a place to build it.  

What is that place called? It’s called a  ____lot_____.
2.  Who measures the land? 

The people who measure the land are called ______________________.

3.  Who designs a house?  The ________________ designs the house to fit on the lot.

4.  What is the name of the design for a house or other building?

It’s called a ______________________________.

5.  What do we call the process of digging a big hole for the building?

It’s called ________________________________________.

6.  What are 3 machines (in the video) that are used in the excavating process?

(a) __________________________

(b) __________________________

(c) __________________________

7.  What are the components (or ingredients) of concrete?
(a) __________________________

(b) __________________________

(c) __________________________

(d) __________________________

8.  What is the name of the pieces of wood (2x4 or 2x6) inside the walls?

They are called _____________________________

9.  How does a carpenter know where to put the doors and windows?

He must read the ________________________________.

10.  What is the purpose of the claw on a claw hammer?

It is used to pull out ______________________________.

11.  What do carpenters use to nail boards together quickly?

It’s called a _____________________.

12.  What is the name of the machine that compresses the air for the nail gun?

It’s called an __________________________________________.

13.  A material is attached to the exterior of the walls to protect against moisture damage and to seal the walls against air leaks and drafts.  (Watch the video carefully.)

What is the name of that material?  It’s called ____________________________
14.  What is put on top of the plywood that is on the roof?

______________________ is put over the plywood.

15.  What is put on top of the tarpaper?

Flexible asphalt _______________ are nailed to the top of the tarpaper.

16.  Who installs the electrical wiring and fixtures?

The people that do the electrical work are called ________________________.

17.  What do electricians follow (read) to prepare the house for wiring?

They must read the _____________________________________.

18.  What is the tough, flexible wire that is stapled to the studs and floor joists?

It’s called _____________________________.

19.  Sometimes the wires are put inside a metal tube.  
What is that tubing called?   It’s called _____________________________.

20.  How does an electrician know exactly where to put the outlets and switches?

He consults (reads) the ________________________.

21.  Who installs the water pipes? The ___________________ installs the water pipes.

22.  In the video, what are the white plastic pipes?  They are water waste _____________.

23.  How are plastic pipes joined together?  They are joined together with __________.

24.  How are copper pipes joined together?  They are joined together with __________.

25.  Why is copper a good material for water pipes?  

Because it is very resistant to ________________________________

26.  In the video, what is used to heat the home? A ______________ heats the home.

27.  What is used to cool a home?  An air _________________ cools a home.

28.  What are the metal tubes that carry the heat?  They are called ______________

29.  Who plans all the duct work?  A ___________ and ___________ engineer plans it.

30.  What are ducts made from?  They are made from large rolls of __________ metal.

31.  Who installs the vents and ducts?  A ________      ________ worker installs them.

32.  What material helps keep the house cool in the summer and warm in the winter?  It’s called ______________________________.

33.  What is drywall made of?  It’s made of compressed _______________________.

34.  What do drywallers put over the seams?  They put ____________ over the seams.

35.  What equipment can help drywallers reach high places?  They use ___________.

36.  What is mortar made from?  It’s made from _________, ________ and _________.
37.  Who builds walls with bricks and mortar?  
_____________________ build walls with bricks and mortar.
38.  Who installs cabinets?  __________________ install them.

39.  Who installs light fixtures and switches?  ________________ install them.

40.  Who installs bathtubs, sinks, showers, and toilets?  _____________ install them.

41.  Who paints the walls?  _________________ paint them.

42.  What are poured for the garage and driveway?  
Concrete ____________ are poured for them.
43.   Who installs the sod, trees, and bushes?  The __________________ install them.

44.  Who brings in the furniture?  The ___________________ bring the furniture.

45.  How long does it take to build the average house?  

It takes about ________ months.
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� This cloze exercise was developed for the ESL for the Trades class at RTC.  It is based on information in the video / DVD, That’s How We Build A House, published by Spots Video, Inc. Chicago IL (� HYPERLINK "http://www.spotsvideo.com" ��www.spotsvideo.com�).  According to the publisher, permission is given to exhibit the program in libraries and schools.
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