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Classroom Assessment Techniques (CATs)
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	Classroom Assessment Techniques (CATs) are different than tests you give students to assess their comprehension of your course content.  The purpose of CATs is to improve your course content and organization and your teaching techniques by learning and understanding more about what and how your students are learning.  Here are some websites to help you learn more about CATs:


· An excerpt from Classroom Assessment Techniques: a Handbook for College Teachers (2nd edition) by Thomas A. Angelo and K. Patricia Cross.  The RTC Library owns a copy of the book.  The call number is 378.125 ANGELO 1993.  http://tinyurl.com/5rpb2 
· Some specific examples of Classroom Assessment Techniques from the above-mentioned book.  http://tinyurl.com/2daoly 
· National Teaching and Learning Forum – Classroom Assessment Techniques.  http://tinyurl.com/klov3c 
· A teaching and learning video vignette presented by Shaun Longstreet of University of California at Irvine, the Teaching, Learning and Technology Center. Topics covered in this video include: The Four Dimensions of Learning, Summative Assessments, and Formative Assessments.  http://tinyurl.com/4rwu4t2 
Have Your Students Help Assess Your Teaching
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	Larry Ferlazzo, a CA high school English teacher, has written a wonderful article about having our students help assess our teaching.  The article, “My Students Help Assess My Teaching” was published in the 01/12/11 online Education Week issue of Teacher magazine and can be found at http://tinyurl.com/48zo8v3  Using video and class discussions, the students were able to help Mr. Ferlazzo improve his teaching while realizing that they too had a job to do in the learning process.  Mr. Ferlazzo reminds us of the importance of talking less and having our students do more as per Judy Willis’ quote:  “Remember that the person doing the work is the one growing the dendrites.”



Assessment, Teaching and Learning Conference

	The SBCTC’s annual Assessment, Teaching and Learning Conference will be held on May 11-13, 2011 in Spokane, WA.  Session proposals are due on February 11, 2011.  For more info, visit the conference webpage at http://tinyurl.com/2011ATL or contact Noreen Light at nlight@sbctc.edu or 360-704-4345.
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RTC Library Has Materials about Assessment
Call the RTC Library at ext. 2331 or visit http://rtc.edu/library for more info about these and other materials.  
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	Assessing Students in Groups: Promoting Group Responsibility and Individual Accountability by David W. Johnson and Roger T. Johnson. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, c2004.

Call Number: 371.395 JOHNSON 2004
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	Beyond Tests and Quizzes: Creative Assessments in the College Classroom by Richard J. Mezeske, Barbara A. Mezeske, editors.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, c2007.

Call Number:  378.166 BEYOND 2007t
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	Differentiated Assessment Strategies: One Tool Doesn't Fit All by Carolyn Chapman and Rita King.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, c2005.

Call Number: 371.26 CHAPMAN 2005
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	Hallmarks of Effective Outcomes Assessment edited by Trudy W. Banta.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, c2004. 
Call Number: 379.15 HALLMAR 2004


	[image: image9.jpg]= .‘n

fo rics






	Introduction to Rubrics: an Assessment Tool to Save Grading Time, Convey Effective Feedback, and Promote Student Learning by Dannelle D. Stevens and Antonia Levi.  Sterling, VA: Stylus Pub., 2005.

Call Number: 371.27 STEVENS 2005
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	Teacher's Guide to Classroom Assessment: Understanding and Using Assessment to Improve Student Learning by Susan M. Butler and Nancy D. McMunn.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, c2006.

Call Number: 371.27 BUTLER 2006



We Need Your Contributions and Suggestions 

	In the next few months, we plan to feature info about dealing with student problems, classroom management and preparing students for the workplace.  Contact newsletter editor, Debbie Crumb, with your tips, websites and suggestions. To access past issues, go to the Library’s website at http://rtc.edu/library, click on Services and Information, then Library Publications, then Recent issues published by RTC Library, and finally on the desired format (PDF or Word).
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Renton Technical College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual orientation, or age in its programs and activities.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  HRD Director, 3000 NE 4th Street, Renton, WA   98056, 425-235-7873.


