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It can be frustrating and difficult to keep up with all the new technology.  How much of 
it is worthwhile to use in the classroom and how much is all flash with no instructional 
content? In an article from The Journal, Hap Aziz, examines the five key components to 
implementing educational technology. 
http://thejournal.com/articles/2010/09/16/the-5-keys-to-educational-technology.aspx  

 
Media Librarian Laura Staley recommends trying this 70-page free e-book, The Super Book of Web Tools for 
Educators, co-written by education bloggers and organized by Richard Byrne.  Although some of the sites 
mentioned may not applicable as they are geared to elementary and/or middle schools, other sites have possible 
application for RTC classes and programs. 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/45217115/Super-Book-of-Web-Tools-for-Educators  
 
There are other free e-books on Byrne’s website Free Technology for Teachers http://www.freetech4teachers.com/  
 
One of Debbie Crumb’s favorite websites for finding out about instructional technology is Larry Ferlazzo’s blog 
website at http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/about/my-best-of-series/ Scroll down the list until you reach the bold 
Technology heading and you’ll find links to websites on all sorts of technology topics. 
 
The University of Washington’s School of Nursing has some Thoughts about Tools and Technology at 
http://www.son.washington.edu/dl/tech_survey/tools.asp  
 
The purpose of the nonprofit EDUCAUSE is “to advance higher education by promoting the intelligent use of 
information technology.” http://www.educause.edu/  
 
Even though it is still under-construction, the RTC Library has a HelpZone LibGuide that includes links to various 
websites for using technology in the classroom.  Check it out at http://libguides.rtc.edu/helpzone and check back 
often as more and more sites are added. 
 
 

Free Wikis for Higher Education 
 

 

Thanks to former RTC instructor, Noreen Light, for letting us know about free wikis for higher 
education available from Wikispaces.  http://www.wikispaces.com/content/for/highered and 
http://blog.wikispaces.com/2011/02/free-wikis-for-educators-k-through-12-through-phd.html 

Noreen’s article from SBCTC’s March 2011 Assessment, Teaching and Learning Digest stated that “Wikis are like 
websites, only easier to create, edit and share. You can create a wiki and determine who can see it and who can 
add to it.”  Noreen noted that wikis can be used for courses, campus committees and work groups. 
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RTC Library Has Materials on Instructional Technology 

 
Call the RTC Library at ext. 2331 or visit http://rtc.edu/library for more info about these and other materials.   
 

 

Barron, Ann E. [et al.].  Technologies for Education: a Practical Guide.  Westport, CT: Libraries 

Unlimited, 2006.  Call number:   371.33 TECHNOL 2006e 

 
 

 
 

Coombs, Norman.  Making Online Teaching Accessible: Inclusive Course Design for Students with 

Disabilities.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2010.  Call number:  371.904334 COOMBS 2010 

 

Hamilton, Jill, ed.  Electronic Devices in Schools.  Detroit: Greenhaven Press, c2008.  Call number:   

371.33 ELECTRO 2008 

 

 
 

Manning, Susan and Kevin E. Johnson.  The Technology Toolbelt for Teaching.  San Francisco: 

Jossey-Bass, 2011.  Call number:  371.334 MANNING 2011  

 

Nelson, Kristen J.  Teaching in the Digital Age: Using the Internet to Increase Student 

Engagement and Understanding.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, c2008.  Call number:   

371.3344678 NELSON 2008 

 

Rice, William H., IV.  Moodle: E-learning Course Development: a Complete Guide to Successful 

Learning Using Moodle.  Birmingham: Packt Publishing, 2006.  Call number:   371.334 RICE-W 

2006 

 

Rudestam, Kjell Erik and Judith Schoenholtz-Read, eds.  Handbook of Online Learning.   2nd ed. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, 2010.  Call number:   378.1734467 HANDBO 2010o 

 

 

We Need Your Contributions and Suggestions  

In the next few months, we plan to feature info about curriculum development, lesson plans, 
and master teacher tips.  Contact newsletter editor, Debbie Crumb, with your tips, websites 
and suggestions. To access past issues, go to the Library’s website at http://rtc.edu/library, 
click on Services and Information, then Library Publications, then Recent issues published by 
RTC Library, and finally on the desired format (PDF or Word).  

Renton Technical College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual orientation, or age in its 
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