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	This month we are featuring resources pertaining to cooperative learning and peer teaching.
Cooperative learning is a method of instruction in which students, working in small groups or teams, learn a particular task together.
Peer instruction is when students are actively involved in teaching each other a particular task, skill or concept. It was developed by Harvard physics professor, Eric Mazur. 


Below are some websites and videos with more information about cooperative learning and peer instruction.
· Introduction to Cooperative Learning: An Overview of Cooperative Learning by David W. Johnson and Roger T. Johnson from the Cooperative Learning Institute in Edina, MN.  
http://www.co-operation.org/?page_id=65 

· Cooperative Learning from Carleton College.  Includes info on what it is, why to use it, how to use it, cooperative learning techniques and links to other websites about cooperative learning. Also includes links to video and cooperative exercises and examples.   http://serc.carleton.edu/introgeo/cooperative/index.html 

· Cooperative Learning from Kennesaw (GA) State University.  Contains reasons for using cooperative learning, the five elements of cooperative learning and nine class activities that use cooperative learning.  http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/intech/cooperativelearning.htm 

· Cooperative Learning Instruction Strategies from TeAchnology: the Online Teacher Resource website. http://www.teach-nology.com/currenttrends/cooperative_learning/ 

· Confessions of a Converted Lecturer: Eric Mazur.  YouTube video by Eric Mazur, the Harvard Physics professor.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WwslBPj8GgI 

· From Questions to Concepts: Interactive Teaching in Physics. Another YouTube video by Eric Mazur.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBYrKPoVFwg 
· Don’t Lecture Me: Rethinking How College Students Learn by Emily Hanford of the American RadioWorks about peer instruction. 
http://mindshift.kqed.org/2011/09/dont-lecture-me-rethinking-how-college-students-learn/ 
Assessment, Teaching & Learning Conference

	The SBCTC’s annual Assessment, Teaching & Learning Conference will be held at the Vancouver (WA) Convention Center on May 2 – 4, 2012. The deadline for session proposals is February 1, 2012.  For more info go to 
http://www.sbctc.edu/college/_e-assesspacnwteachinglearningconf.aspx or contact Noreen M. Light.
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RTC Library Has Books about Cooperative/Collaborative Learning
Call the RTC Library at ext. 2331 or visit http://rtc.edu/library for more info about these and other materials.
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	Barkley, Elizabeth F.  Collaborative Learning Techniques: a Handbook for College Faculty.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, c2005.  Call number:  378.12 BARKLEY 2005



	[image: image5.jpg]RSeL,

in highor

y




	Peer Learning in Higher Education: Learning from & with Each Other.  London: Kogan Page, c2001.  Call number:  378.1794 PEER 2001L
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	Smith, Tania.  Curricular Peer Mentoring: a Handbook for Undergraduate Peer Mentors Serving and Learning in Courses.  Victoria, BC: Trafford, c2009.  Call number:  370.711 SMITH 2009
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	Stein, Ruth Federman.  Using Student Teams in the Classroom: a Faculty Guide.  Bolton, MA: Anker Pub. Co., c2000.  Call number:  378.1795 STEIN 2000
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	West, James A.  Using Wikis for Online Collaboration: the Power of the Read-Write Web.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, c2009.  Call number:  371.3344678 WEST-J 2009




We Need Your Contributions and Suggestions 

	In the next few months, we plan to feature info about assessment, testing, grading and classroom management.  Contact newsletter editor, Debbie Crumb, with your tips, websites and suggestions. To access past issues, go to the Library’s website at http://rtc.edu/library, click on Services and Information, then Library Publications, then Recent issues published by RTC Library, and finally on the desired format (PDF or Word).
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	Renton Technical College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual orientation, or age in its programs and activities.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  HRD Director, 3000 NE 4th Street, Renton, WA   98056, 425-235-7873.


