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Renton Technical College


Understanding Your Students
 
Even though Fall Quarter is less than three weeks old, are you and your students already asking “Is it Winter Break yet”?  The more you understand your students – their learning styles, what motivates them, their diverse backgrounds – the easier (and more enjoyable!) it will be to get down to business of teaching and learning.  Here are some web resources to help:
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	In addition to the RTC’s own online Learning Assessment Survey (LAS) located at https://las.rtc.edu/Renton/, there are other online surveys for determining learning styles including VARK: a Guide to Learning Styles at http://www.vark-learn.com/english/index.asp, a Learning Style Survey for College at http://www.metamath.com/multiple/multiple_choice_questions.html and Memletics Learning Styles Questionnaire at http://www.learning-styles-online.com/inventory/.
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	Four articles about improving communication between generations are:  A Boomer’s Guide to Communicating with Gen X and Gen Y at http://tinyurl.com/6gbbu4, Communication Key to Cross-Generational Relationships at http://tinyurl.com/ycd888e, Today’s Generations Face New Communication Gaps at http://tinyurl.com/yb4z6ny and Tips to Improve Interaction Among the Generations: Traditionalists, Boomers, X’ers and Nexters at http://tinyurl.com/5mbd8x.
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	Librarian Laura Staley shared two articles about motivating students.  The first article http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/intranet/committees/FacDevCom/guidebk/teachtip/motiv.htm  has plenty of “how to’s” and the second at http://www.edutopia.org/start-pyramid discusses using project-based learning to motivate students.


SBCTC Faculty Development and Instructional Resources

	Former RTC instructor, Noreen Light, who is currently the Faculty Development Coordinator at the SBCTC, sent along the link to a list of SBCTC faculty development and instructional resources http://www.sbctc.edu/college/_e-assessfacdevelopment.aspx including info about upcoming conferences and retreats, online learning communities and discussion groups, communication forums and other valuable resources.
Keep up-to-date by receiving Noreen’s Assessment, Teaching and Learning Digest.  You can subscribe at http://lists.ctc.edu/mailman/listinfo/atlc
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RTC Library Materials on Understanding Your Students
The RTC Library has many books, videos and DVDs on how to better understanding your students.  Here are a few of the many materials available as selected by Library Director Eric Palo:
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	Campbell, Linda, Bruce Campbell, and Dee Dickinson. Teaching & Learning Through Multiple Intelligences. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2004.  Book Stacks  370.152 CAMPBEL 2004
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	Gill, Vickie. The Ten Students You'll Meet in Your Classroom: Classroom Management Tips for Middle and High School Teachers. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2007.  Book Stacks  373.11024 GILL-V 2007
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	Johns, Ann M., and Maureen Kelley Sipp. Diversity in College Classrooms: Practices for Today's Campuses. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2004.  Book Stacks  378.1982 DIVERS 2004c

	[image: image9.jpg]



	Materna, Laurie. Jump Start the Adult Learner: How to Engage and Motivate Adults Using Brain-Compatible Strategies. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2007.  Book Stacks  374 MATERNA 2007
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	Sprenger, Marilee. Differentiation Through Learning Styles and Memory. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2003.  Book Stacks  370.1523 SPRENGE 2003


We Need Your Contributions and Suggestions! 

	Please let us know about strategies that are working well in your classroom so we can pass them along to your colleagues.  In the next few months we plan to feature info about tips for ways to facilitate student learning (UDL, effective lecturing, improving class discussions, etc.) and active learning strategies.  Please contact Faculty Focus newsletter editor, Debbie Crumb, with your tips, great websites and suggestions.  Access past newsletter issues by going to the Library’s website http://www.rtc.edu/library, clicking on Services and Information, then on Library Publications, then on Recent issues published by RTC Library, and finally on the desired format (PDF or Word) for desired issue.
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Renton Technical College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual orientation, or age in its programs and activities.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  HRD Director, 3000 NE 4th Street, Renton, WA   98056, 425-235-7873.


