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Assessment – Testing vs. Learning 

 
“Measurements are not to provide numbers but insight.”--Ingrid Bucher 
 
“Teachers assess to test; educators assess to assist learning.”-- Dave Carter 
 

Wilbert J. McKeachie and Marilla Svinicki seem to agree with the two 
quotations above.  In the chapter on “Assessing, Testing and Evaluating” 
(Chapter 7) in their book McKeachie’s Teaching Tips: Strategies, Research, 
and Theory for College and University Teachers (RTC Library call number 
378.125 MCKEAC 2006), they state that: “The primary purpose of 
assessment is to provide feedback to students and teacher so that learning 
can be facilitated.” They later add that “Learning is more important than 
grading.” (page 85). 
 
Below are some websites with information on how to use assessment to 
assist in the learning process. 

 
 

ά[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǘŜǎǘΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

were your actual life, you would have 

been given betǘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎέ. 

-- Author Unknown 

 

There’s no better place to start for getting info on assessment than 
from Noreen Light.  As many of you know, Noreen was Emergency 
Dispatch instructor here at RTC before moving on to become the 
Faculty Development Coordinator with the Office of Assessment, 
Teaching and Learning (ATL) at the State Board for Community and 
Technical Colleges (SBCTC) in Olympia.  The ATL website’s located  

at http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/College/e_assessment.aspx You can subscribe to the ATC Digest at 
http://lists.ctc.edu/mailman/listinfo/atlc or read it online at http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/College/_e-
assessdigests.aspx 
 
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority in Australia has published 10 Characteristics of Effective 
Assessment.  http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/support/tla/effective_assess.html  
 
It’s easy to develop an assessment rubric in your specialty.  It can be harder to develop a rubric for an activity 
that you don’t teach.  This site offers examples of rubrics for websites, presentations, podcasts, and many 
other forms of student work.  http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/rubrics.shtml 
 
Here is an excerpt from Classroom Assessment Techniques, A Handbook for College Teachers (2nd ed.) by 
Thomas A. Angelo and K. Patricia Cross.  
http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/intranet/committees/FacDevCom/guidebk/teachtip/assess-1.htm  
 
From the same website is some excellent advice on grading practices from Barbara Gross Davis’ Tools for 
Teaching. The section on “Minimizing Students' Complaints About Grading” is well worth a quick review. 
http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/intranet/committees/FacDevCom/guidebk/teachtip/grading.htm 
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RTC Library Materials on Assessment, Testing and Grading 
 
Call the RTC Library at ext. 2331 or visit http://rtc.edu/library for more info about materials on this topic. 

 

Banta, Trudy W. Portfolio Assessment: Uses, Cases, Scoring, and Impact.  San Francisco, CA: 
Jossey-Bass, 2003.  RTC Library call number:  378.1664 PORTFOL 2003 
 
 

 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. How to Informally Assess Student 
Learning. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 2005.  RTC 
Library call number: 371.271 HOW-TO 2005i  (located at Checkout Desk) 
 
 

 

Butler, Susan M., and Nancy D. McMunn. A Teacher's Guide to Classroom Assessment: 
Understanding and Using Assessment to Improve Student Learning. Jossey-Bass teacher. San 
Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2006.  RTC Library call number:  371.27 BUTLER 2006 
 
 

 

Earl, Lorna Maxine. Assessment As Learning: Using Classroom Assessment to Maximize Student 
Learning. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2003.  RTC Library call number:  371.264 EARL-L 2003 
 

 

Johnson, David W., and Roger T. Johnson. Assessing Students in Groups: Promoting Group 
Responsibility and Individual Accountability. Experts in assessment. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin 
Press, 2004.  RTC Library call number: 371.395 JOHNSON 2004 
 

 

Mezeske, Richard J., and Barbara A. Mezeske. Beyond Tests and Quizzes: Creative Assessments in 
College Classrooms. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2007.  RTC Library call number: 378.166 BEYOND 
2007t 
 

 

Stevens, Dannelle D., and Antonia Levi. Introduction to Rubrics: An Assessment Tool to Save 
Grading Time, Convey Effective Feedback, and Promote Student Learning. Sterling, VA: Stylus Pub, 
2005.  RTC Library call number:  371.27 STEVENS 2005 

 

We Need Your Contributions and Suggestions!  

In upcoming months we plan to feature info about classroom management, preparing students 
for the workplace and instructional technology.  Please contact newsletter editor, Debbie 
Crumb, with your tips, websites and suggestions. To access past issues, go to the Library’s 
website at http://rtc.edu/library, click on Services and Information, then Library Publications, 
then Recent issues published by RTC Library, and finally on the desired format (PDF or Word). 
 

 

Renton Technical College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual orientation, or age in its 

programs and activities.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  HRD 

Director, 3000 NE 4
th

 Street, Renton, WA   98056, 425-235-7873. 
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