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Start the New School Year Off on the Right Foot!  

 
Welcome back, Faculty!  Summer Break is a much needed time 
to recharge your batteries for the new school year.  Hope you 
had a relaxing time and enjoyed your time off! 
 
There are lots of websites available to help start the new 
school year off on the right foot.  Below are just a few websites 
with tips for the first day of class (and beyond): 

 

“The First Day of Class” is a chapter from the hard copy book Tools for Teaching by Barbara Gross Davis, 
published by Jossey-Bass Publishers: San Francisco, 1993.  http://tinyurl.com/23qs5zx  

L. Dee Fink of the University of Oklahoma Instructional Development Program has some suggestions for “The 
First Day of Class: What Can/Should We Do” at http://tinyurl.com/247f43f  

By Delivee L. Wright of the Teaching and Learning Center, University of Nebraska has some tips about the first 
day of class at “The Most Important Day: Starting Well” at http://tinyurl.com/3abvdc2  

University of Washington’s Center for Instructional Development and Research has a list of helpful websites at  
http://tinyurl.com/2bqps4z  
 
Another extensive list of online resources can be found at University of Hawaii’s Faculty Development 
Committee’s Teaching Tips website at http://tinyurl.com/27sd5j8  
 
For a tongue-in-check list of interesting things to do on the first day of class, go to Union University Center for 
Faculty Development’s site at http://tinyurl.com/28l2863  

 

A Reminder about Constitution Day Programming 

 

Federal law requires that educational institutions receiving federal funds of any 
kind provide educational programming on the history of the American 
Constitution on September 17, observing the day that the U.S. Constitution 
was signed in 1787.  Because many of our students receive federal financial aid, 
every RTC program needs to have some type of Constitution-related activity on 
or around September 17 which for us is the first week of Fall Quarter, 
September 20 – 24, 2010.  See the August issue of Faculty Focus for some ideas 
and websites.  RTC’s VP of Instruction, Marty Heilstedt, sent along this link 
from the http://www.constitutionfacts.com website http://tinyurl.com/2clsuol  
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RTC Library Has Materials to Help Start Your School Year 

Call the RTC Library at ext. 2331 or visit http://rtc.edu/library for more info about materials on this topic.   
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Davis, Barbara Gross.  Tools for Teaching.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2001. This book contains a 
revised version of Chapter 3 “The First Day of Class” that is mentioned on the first page of this 
newsletter.  Library call number: 378.125 DAVIS 2001t. 
 
 
 

 
 

Greive, Donald.  A Handbook for Adjunct & Part-Time Faculty & Teachers of Adults.  Book.  
Elyria, OH: Info-Tec, 2001.  Library call number: 378.125 GREIVE 2001 
 
 
 
 

 
 

McKeachie, Wilbert J. and Marilla Svinicki.  aŎYŜŀŎƘƛŜΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ¢ƛǇǎΥ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΣ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
Theory for College and University Teachers.  Boston: Houghton Mufflin, 2006.  Chapter 3 of this 
book is about “Meeting a Class for the First Time”.  Library call number: 378.125 MCKEAC 2006 
 
 
 

 
 

Quick Hits for New Faculty: Successful Strategies by Award-Winning Teachers.  Bloomington, 
IN: Indiana University Press, 2004.  Chapter 3 of this book has almost 20 pages of tips and ideas 
for the first day of class.  Library call number: 378.12 QUICK 2004h. 
 
 
 

 

Roueche, John E., Mark D. Milliron and Suanne D. Roueche.  Practical Magic: On the Front Lines 
of Teaching Excellence.  Washington, DC: Community College Press, c2003.  Book.  Library call 
number: 378.125 ROUECHE 2003 

We Need Your Contributions and Suggestions!  

Next month we plan to feature info about better understanding students, learning styles, 
motivation, and diversity.  Contact newsletter editor, Debbie Crumb, with your tips, websites 
and suggestions. To access past issues, go to the Library’s website at http://rtc.edu/library, 
click on Services and Information, then Library Publications, then Recent issues published by 
RTC Library, and finally on the desired format (PDF or Word).  
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